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Compatriots Recognized for 250th Celebration Contributions

Our chapter is in the midst of the historic Semiquincentenniall The 250t anniversary is far more than just a
milestone birthday for America; it is an opportunity to reflect on the courage, sacrifice, and enduring ideals of
the patriots who secured our Independence and established the freedoms we enjoy today. This anniversary
carries a special responsibility for SAR members: to preserve and promote the legacy of the Revolutionary
generation for future Americans.

One meaningful way our chapter is participating in this historic commemoration is
through the SAR 250t Celebration Recognition Awards program. This award
recognizes compatriots who actively support, organize, and/or participate in
programs and events connected to America’s 250th anniversary observance. Whether
through educational outreach, historical preservation, public ceremonies, color
guard participation, veteran support activities, or community engagement, each
contribution helps keep the spirit of the Revolution alive in the Wiregrass.

Recently, Compatriots Perry Vickers, Travis Parker and Jason Dallas were recognized 5 b o
for earning this important award. Their dedication and continued service to the
chapter and community exemplify the mission of the SAR and demonstrate how
individual efforts can make a lasting impact during this once-in-a-generation
commemoration period.

| As we continue through the Semiquincentennial years, all
chapter members are encouraged to work toward this recognition. President Kitchens
previously distributed worksheets detailing eligible activities and requirements for
the award. If you have misplaced your worksheet or need assistance, please contact
! President Kitchens or Secretary Dallas for help obtaining another copy and tracking
‘ 5\ ' ! @ your progress.

The 250th anniversary of America will only happen once. Future generations will look back on how we honored
this moment. Let us continue working together to ensure the legacy of our Patriot ancestors remains strong,
visible, and inspiring throughout the Semiquincentennial celebration.

Honoring Our Departed Veterans

i Meadowlawn Memorial Gardens, Enterprise, Friday May 22rd. The John Wiley Brock
Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) Post #6683 of Enterprise hosted a flag placement
ceremony to kick off Memorial Day weekend. It is estimated that over 1300 veterans
are buried at Meadowlawn; several of whom are our departed friends and loved ones.
Flags were placed on all. In attendance were elements of the U.S. Army, members of
the Vietnam Veterans of America, the Above the Best Silver Chapter of the U.S. Army
Warrant Officers’ Association and several members of the Wiregrass Chapter ALSSAR.

(Pictured left is the Wiregrass Chapter’s Vice President Compatriot CW4 (Ret) Bob Cooper rendering
a hand salute to the raising of the National colors.)
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From The President

Phillip (PK) Kitchens

My Fellow Compatriots,

It is time to let out your Patriotism with pride and honor! I want to encourage each of
you who are reading this newsletter to seek opportunities to attend or even participate
in as many 250t Celebration events as possible.
Bicentennial Celebration in 1976 and now we are celebrating the Semi Quincentennial
this year. If you happen to attend an event, take a minute to take a selfie and post it

Many of us got to be a part of the

on our SAR Wiregrass Chapter Facebook page to let everyone know that we just don’t “Talk the Talk, We Walk
the Walk.” It is truly an honor to serve with such a fine group of gentlemen in the Wiregrass SAR. HUZZAH!

20 Years ago... Excerpts from The Musket Report June 2006

Blue Star Salute

Andy Spann flanked by the drummer and bagpiper who lead the
Color Guard for the posting of the colors,

nizing veterans, the families of mulitary personnel and the 63
Alabamians who have given their lives in Irag. The event spon-
sored by the ALSSAR and the American Legion along with a
multitude of other Veterans organizations was very will sup-
ported by members of the Wiregrass Chapter. Charlie and
Donnie Dye, Bruce and Dinah Blankenship, Walt and Gwen
Reeder, John Wallace, Bruce Taylor, Andy Spann and Mark
Steetle all made the trip to the Shelby County Airport on the
20th of May. The last three were in uniform and served in the
massed SAR color guard which presented the colors at the start
of the event. Historian-General David Sympson, NSSAR His-
torian General was present representing our President-General
Roland Downing. The ALSSAR owes a very big “Thanks for a
job well done!” to SAR members Glenn Nivens for all his year
long efforts in organizing and coordinating this event!

On 21 May, two of our members were elected to posi-
tions on the board of directors of the Pea River His-
torical and Genealogical Society. Jack Oden was
elected president, and Jim Gilmer was elected a di-
rector. Congratulations! Everyone is encouraged to
consider membership in our local historical society.

The 2006 Blue Star Salute was an outstanding program recog- |

Floral Wreath

The chapter wants to thank Gwen Reeder for the recent dona-
tion of the floral wreath which she made for Dick Kemp’s
funeral. The Wiregrass Chapter now has its own wreath
which can be used for presentation at not only SAR events,
but other suitable functions such as Memorial Day, or Vet-
eran’s Day programs. Like in the military, under the caveat
“other duties as assigned”, Chapter President John Fuller has
accepted the additional position of “Keeper of the Wreath”.

On the Horizon

Wednesday 17 June, 11:00am: Several of us in the chapter will attend the Republican Women of Coffee County
luncheon at the Enterprise Country Club. We will be in Revolutionary uniform, give short speeches as various
Revolutionary historical figures, and provide Color Guard duties. It should be a lot of fun!

Thursday 18 June, 11:30am- Wiregrass Chapter monthly meeting. Enterprise Country Club. We will have the
honor and privilege of inducting a new member into the Sons of the American Revolution- Compatriot David
Kirkland of Dothan. He is the 5t great-grandson of Joseph Watford who fought in the Revolutionary War out of
Darlington District, South Carolina. Watford was the subject of the very first episode of our series Wiregrass
Revolutionary Veterans on YouTube produced by President Phillip Kitchens. Click the link to this episode to
learn more: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kb7kfT9qS64&t=1s
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Saturday 4 July, 10:00am- 250t Commemoration of the signing of the Declaration of Independence!
Join us in our Independence as the Wiregrass Chapter ALSSAR and the Three Notch

Chapter AL DAR participate in the 4th of July Parade in Andalusia. We will be in AMERIC ﬁﬁ
attendance for the public reading of the Declaration of Independence shortly after the = Mo ——inN
parade. The line up for the parade will commence in the First Baptist Church of 2 L”
Andalusia parking lot at 9:00am. All members are highly encouraged to participate!

SONS. & AMEIIC AN REVOLUTION

No Chapter Meeting in July!!!

Stay updated with events by visiting our Events Page on the website: https://www.sarwiregrassal.org/events

Chapter Historian: James Crabtree

Lately I've been thinking a lot about Revolutionary War uniforms... I can’t imagine why...
and I thought I would share some of what I've learned.

Many of us imagine the ranks of American soldiers, clothed in blue jackets, marching forth
to do battle with Red-coated British troops or Hessians in green jackets. This was not
always the case, especially when it came to the American units.

First off, there was initially no “American army” to speak of. There were militia units who, when they actually
did have a uniform, was designed locally. Unfortunately, several such uniforms tended to be red because that
was the British color.

When the Continental Army was established, General Washington did set _ UNIFORM NOTES
the colors for uniforms, especially the blue jackets. However, units of the ’
Continental Line were provided by the individual states, who were
nominally responsible for equipping and clothing them. Some of the
units, in fact, were already equipped when the standard was set and it
would take time for the new uniforms to be provided.

When these uniforms were provided, they might not be all consistent.
The United States was a new country and had no warehouses full of
uniforms waiting to be issued to the Continental Army. Congress
appointed James Mease the Clothier General of the Continental Army in
December 1776. To say the least, his job was daunting.
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Purchasing agents were established in Massachusetts, Connecticut, and
New York, the states most likely to be able to produce uniforms. Later,
The Continental Clothing Department had Assistant Clothier Generals in .
Boston and Albany to distribute the uniforms. E o i,

The United States had no factories to produce such uniforms... neither did the British. Both Britain and the
United States would have to rely upon a decentralized system of uniform production, sending cloth to tailors
and sewing shops and even individuals to produce finished uniform items for the respective armies.

One advantage that Britain had over the colonies was in cloth production. England, already entering the
industrial revolution, was the textile giant of the 18th Century. English mills turned flax and cotton, imported
from colonies, into cloth. In turn, this cloth was sent overseas to other European states and to the same British
colonies which provided the raw materials to make the cloth.

By design, American colonies did not have their own mills. Despite having the potential for such mills (especially
in New England) the colonies were meant to be a captive market for British finished goods.
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Cloth was produced in the colonies, but this was mostly on spinning wheels and looms. Most cloth had to be
“repurposed” or smuggled in. Purchasing agents in Europe managed arrange for cloth and some uniforms from
clothing items France and Holland.

So, American uniforms had to be made through piecework, with many tailors and
seamstresses making uniforms by hand. Some volunteer sewing circles did their part as
well. Quality could vary, especially since the network of men and women producing
uniforms had to be fairly spread out and the choice of colored cloth could be limited. The
open-front jackets required a lot of buttonholes.

Buttons, on the other hand, could be made locally with simple tools available to the
Americans. Pewter buttons, in particular, could be made with designs for specific
regiments and some were made with cannon designs for artillerymen. The most notable
buttons featured the letters “USA” for Continental Army units not affiliated with specific

states.

MAKING THE HUNTING SHIRT

As the war went on, many uniform buttons would have to
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The uniforms themselves were difficult for the Continental
Congress and the state governments to provide, even .
keeping in mind the way they had to be made. The ____. = \ e
quartermaster department of the Continental Army found :

itself unable to rely on Congress to provide either the money
needed to purchase uniforms or the uniforms themselves.
As Congress’s credit shrank, its inability to levy taxes
became a critical liability. Soldiers were lucky to keep the
same uniform they started out with.
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Considering these limitations, it is interesting that General
Washington had a new uniform designed near the end of
the war. Unlike the fancy European uniforms of the time,
these uniforms were simple linen “hunting shirts” and
trousers. They had several advantages, one of which was
that some units, such as Rangers and Overmountain
volunteers, already wore such garments. Another was that
American production of such uniforms was possible
(although fiscally problematic).
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In the end the Continental Army still wore a variety of uniforms when the Battle of Yorktown forced the British
to surrender their arms. And those American soldiers may have had patches on their jackets, mismatching
buttons on the breeches and the occasional civilian waistcoat over their shirt... but they were American soldiers
and there was a standard uniform for them. That they were not as well-dressed or well-equipped as they should
have been was not their fault but the result of an imperfect union. The neglected Continental Soldier won the
breathing space which would make a more perfect union possible.

The Sons of the American Revolution honors our Revolutionary War patriot ancestors by
promoting patriotism, serving our communities and educating and inspiring future
generations about the founding principles of our Country.



