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GEORGE Il & PORFPHYRIA

While we know George III was the reigning monarch of England at the time of the American Revolution,
but how much more do we know about this individual who was the longest reigning king in English his-
tory? George Il was born June 4, 1738 the son of Fredrick Louis, Prince of Wales. From the start the
young prince was not a promising child. He was educated chiefly under the care of his mother, the Princess
of Wales and the Earl of Bute, but only just learned to read at 11. His father died of a sudden illness in
1751, leaving George the heir apparent to his grandfather, George II.

George became king when his grandfather died of a stroke on October 25, 1760. In 1761 the young king
was married to Charlotte of Mecklenburg - Strelitz. Eventually they had nine sons and six daughters.

During the reign of George III (1760-1820) England developed into a far- reaching empire by colonizing
Australia, New Zealand, and India, and conquering Canada and the West Indies. However, this empire also
suffered the loss of the American colonies (1776) and the tremors of the French Revolution (1789), and
countered Napoleon's threatening advances with the victories at Trafalgar (1805) and Waterloo (1815).

George Il suffered from the royal hereditary disease porphyria which had tormented Mary Queen of
Scots, who passed it on to her son, King James I of England. It is caused by a chemical insufficiency in the
production of hemoglobin. Its symptoms are photosensitivity, strong abdominal pain, port wine-colored
urine and paralysis in the arms and legs. The interruption of nerve impulses to the brain causes the develop-
ment of psychiatric symptoms. Finally, epileptic convulsions occur and the patient sinks into a coma.

George III had a particularly severe form of porphyria. His first attack occurred in 1765, four years after
his marriage to Queen Charlotte. Further signs of the disease showed up in 1788-1789. On 5th November,
1788, the king attacked his eldest son and tried to smash his head against the wall. One observer claimed
that foam was coming from the king's mouth and his eyes were so bloodshot that they looked like current
jelly. George was placed in a straight-jacket and eventually his doctors had a special iron chair made to re-
strain their patient. Other treatment included putting poultices of Spanish Fly and mustard all over the
King's body; the idea was that the painful blisters which resulted would draw out the "evil humours". By
April 1789, George's doctors came to the conclusion that he had recovered from his madness and he was
allowed to carry on with his royal duties. In 1810 George III's insanity became permanent and his eldest son
was appointed regent, and carried out his father's official royal duties until George III’s death on 29th Janu-
ary 1820. During his final years, George III became blind and was nursed in isolation, and kept in straight
jackets and behind bars in his private apartments at Windsor Castle.

Two sons of George III became king of England: George I'V (1820-1830) and William I'V (1830 —1837).
Since both died without leaving legitimate heirs (William I'V had ten children by his mistress), the daughter
of George III’s fourth son assumed the throne in 1837. This was Queen Victoria who reigned until her
death in 1901.

http://www.cbain.com/cmb/kingg3.html

http://www.lib.virginia.edu/exhibits/charlotte/porphyria.html

http://www.britannia.com/history/monarchs/mon55.html

http://www.lib.virginia.edu/exhibits/charlotte/charlotte.html

May you and yours each enjoy the blessings of this holiday season, and all
the best for a very happy New Year! Please keep in your minds and hearts
the families of the victims of the September 1th tragedy, as well as the
military personnel and their families who will be separated at this special
time of year.




