TO ALL COMPATRIOTS AND FRIENDS

The March meeting of the Wiregrass Chapter
will be held at Noon, 15 March, 2001 at Po’
Folks in Enterprise. President Wallace will be
discussing the recent ALSSAR Convention
along with information from the Spring Trustees
Meeting held in Louisville, and the MSSAR
meeting. It can be reported that at the meeting
Compatriot Mike Wells of Birmingham was
installed as the new State Society President
while Compatriot John Wallace of our chapter
was installed as the Senior Vice President of the
ALSSAR. This is the first time that such a
senior position within the state society has been
held by an individual from one of the chapters
in the south-eastern part of the state. He will
need everyone’s support and assistance as he
works within the state organization to expand
membership and strengthen all the youth
programs sponsored by the SAR.

BOOKS FOR VETERANS

The recent newspaper articles about the
chapter’s Books for Veterans Program have
generated a great deal of interest. Some 250
paperback books have been collected along with
numerous magazines. On the 23™ of February,
101 books were taken to the Montgomery VA
Hospital. Keep up the good work! This is a very
small way to say “Thank You” to those
individuals who fought to defend our freedom.

FLAG CERTIFICATES

The National Society has a program, via a Flag
Certificate, to recognize individuals, companies,
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and government agencies that fly the United
State flag for patriotic purposes. It is not ‘
intended for those commercial enterprises that
obviously fly the flag for advertising reasons.
At the same time, the State Society is eligible to
receive The Admiral William R. Furlong
Memorial Award, if the state society and the
majority of its chapters present, during the
previous year, at least one NSSAR Flag
Certificate to a person or organization who
qualified. This award is in the form of a
streamer for the first award, with subsequent
awards being a white star for placement on the
streamer. At the moment only six of 14
Alabama chapters have presented a Flag
Certificate, with the Wiregrass Chapter being
one on the non-presenters. Certificates have
been ordered, and we need to find a suitable
recipient NLT 31 March 2001. Please keep your
eyes open, as we want to discuss this at our
meeting.

PRESIDENT’S NOTES

At the February Meeting several goals for the
chapter were outlines for the upcoming year to
include a challenge of a 15% increase in our
chapter’s membership. I certainly believe that
this can be achieved, as many of us know
individuals who are eligible to join the SAR.
We cannot just expect individuals to show up
and want to join; we, as members, must take the
first step to explain some of the goals of the
organization and encourage and assist potential
applicants in submitting an application.



WIREGRASS COUNTIES

When working with prospective SAR member
who lives here in the Wiregrass Area of
Alabama, it becomes vitally important to
remember some of the county line changes that
occurred within this section of the state. Given
that most people look at the 1850 Federal
Census since it was the first such census which
contained the actual names of individuals, one
needs to know in what county to review.
Further frustrations can occur when looking for
a family on a later census. It might well appear
that the family had moved out of the county,
when in reality, they stayed put and the county
lines were simply just moved around them.

In 1819, the year that Alabama gained
statehood, Henry County was formed. This was
a very large county, with few white settlers,
which stretched from its current position on the
map all the way to the present Alabama-Florida
Line. As the population grew, this land area
eventually gave rise to the present day Barbour,
Coffee, Covington, Dale, Geneva, Henry and
Houston Counties and parts of Pike and
Crenshaw Counties. In 1824 Dale County was
formed out of Henry County along with land
from Covington, Barbour and Pike counties.
This early Dale County includes what is now
Dale, Coffee and Geneva Counties. As more
accessible county government was needed,
Coffee County was formed in 1841 from a
portion of Dale County. At that time the
southern bounty of both counties was the
Alabama- Florida line. This was followed in
December 1868 with the formation of Geneva
County out of the southern most lands of Dale,
Coffee, and Henry counties. Finally, the baby
county of the State, Houston County, was
formed in 1903 from portions of Dale, Geneva,
and Henry Counties.

To add to some of this frustration, floods or fire
has destroyed several of the courthouses in the
area. Geneva County has records from 1898
forward but floods have damaged some of the
1898 — 1929 records. Coffee County records
were destroyed in 1851 by fire and floods
likewise have damaged some records in Elba.
The Dale County Courthouse had a fire in both
1869 and 1884 destroying most of their
records. This information was drawn from
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several different sources, all with a slight
variation in the land areas used to form new
counties. It is believed this is a good
representation of the sequence of events in the
formation of the counties of the Wiregrass
Area.

THE COLONIAL CHAPEL AT THE
AMERICAN VILLAGE

The ALSSAR has begun a campaign to raise
funds to name the inside front doors of the
Colonial Chapel the “Patriot Doors” to honor
approximately nine hundred Revolutionary war
soldiers who later lived in Alabama. The names
of these patriots will be engraved on plaques
adjacent to the main inner doors of the chapel
and will note the sponsorship of the ALSSAR.
You can be part of this meaningful campaign to
“raise a chapel” and honor those who labored
for the cause of liberty. Donation checks
payable to: Wiregrass Chapter, SAR may be
mailed to Jody Creekmore, 608 Wildwood Dr.
Enterprise, AL 36330 with a notation “Patriot
Doors”. The chapter will hand deliver a check
for all the donations to the State Treasurer at
the BOM meeting in the spring. To date, the
ALSSAR has only raised $2,000 of the $14,000
required. Remember, donations to the SAR are
tax deductible.

COMPATRIOT ELECTED PRESIDENT

President George W. Bush is the first President
of the US since President Eisenhower, to be a
member of the SAR prior to being elected
President. His ancestor, Colonel Samuel
Herrick served under Ethan Allen in the
Capture of Fort Ticonderoga and Skenesboro.
He was a Colonel of the Vermont Militia at the
Battle of Bennington and continued in that rank
until the end of the war.

John R. Wallace — President
347 — 0661
Jjohnrx@snowhill.com
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