Wiregrass Chapter
Sons of the American Revolution

THE MUSKET REPORT — Always on Target!

Enterprise, AL

TO ALL COMPATRIOTS AND
FRIENDS

The February meeting of the Wiregrass
Chapter will be held at Noon on February
15, 2001 at Po’ Folks in Enterprise.
Membership certificates will be presented to
our two newest members: Louis Kline and
David W. Armstrong. Congratulations to
both of these gentlemen on the approval of
their membership applications. The new
chapter president will discuss goals for the
upcoming year. With the holiday season over,
this is a perfect opportunity to greet old
friends and meet new members, while helping
plan for the upcoming year.

Condolence

The Wiregrass Chapter extends its deepest
sympathy to Compatriot John Whitener on
the loss of his wife Anne Lucille in the first
week of January 2001, and to Compatriot
Bill Tate who lost his wife Edna the second
week of the month.

MEMBERSHIP

The chapter roster and dues were submitted to
the State Treasurer in the middle of January.
Our efforts to recruit new members into the
chapter are reflected by the fact that we now
have 27 active members. This time last year,
our roster reflected only 19 members. Keep
up the good work! We know there are other
eligible candidates within the area and it is
only through the building of a strong
membership base than any organization can
achieve its objectives. A copy of the chapter
roster is enclosed; please verify that both your
state and local membership numbers are
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correct. If you have an e-mail address that is
not listed, please forward your cyberspace
address to Compatriot John Wallace
(johnrx@snowhill.com). This provides an
excellent means of communicating with
chapter members. At the same time, the
chapter has over $800.00 in the treasury,
which puts us on sound financial ground for
the upcoming year.

BOOKS FOR VETERANS

The chapter plans to continue collecting
paperback books for donation to the various
veterans’ facilities within the state. In January
50 books were delivered to the VA Hospital
in Montgomery. We all like to read and it
takes very little effort to save some of these
books for those individuals who helped
defend the freedoms we enjoy today. At the
same time, if you provide any type of
personal assistance to a veteran i.e. providing
transportation to a doctor’s appointment,
please inform Compatriot John Fuller. The
National SAR monitors Veterans activities,
and this time is reported.

STATE CONVENTION

This year’s ALSSAR State Convention will
be held at Lake Guntersville State Park the
23" & 24" of February. Full registration
details are to be published in the State Society
Newsletter. However, if you plan to attend,
you should call the State Park at 1-800-548-
4553 to reserve a room ASAP. Mention you
are with SAR, as two other groups are
meeting at the same time. Rooms are about
$61.00/night. Total registration costs will be
$46.00, which includes the Banquet on
Saturday night. NSSAR Secretary General
Larry McClanahan will be the speaker.



DID YOU KNOW?

The US postal service recently issued a
stamp commemorating the 200" anniversary
of the White House. The history of the White
House, and the history of the nation’s capital,
began when President George Washington
signed an Act of Congress in December of
1790 declaring that the federal government
would reside in a district "not exceeding ten
miles square...on the river Potomac."
President Washington, together with city
planner Pierre L Enfant, chose the site for the
new residence, while James Hoban designed
and directed the building of the White House
in neoclassical style. Construction began
when the first cornerstone was laid in
October of 1792. Although President
Washington oversaw the construction of the
house, he never lived in it. It was not until
1800, when the White House was nearly
completed, that its first residents, President
John Adams and his wife, Abigail, took up
occupancy. When they moved in, it was
located near a swamp and was anything but
ready. Half the buildings lacked plaster, only
one of the three staircases was built, and
scaffolds still lay against basement walls.
Thomas Jefferson held the first Inaugural
open house in 1805. Many of those who
attended the swearing-in ceremony at the
U.S. Capitol simply followed him home,
where he greeted them in the Blue Room.
President Jefferson also opened the house for
public tours, and it has remained open,
except during wartime, ever since. In 1814,
the British military burned the White House
during the War of 1812, along with the
Capitol. President James Monroe moved into
the reconstructed White House in 1817. In
1829, a horde of 20,000 Inaugural callers
forced President Andrew Jackson to flee to
the safety of a hotel while, on the lawn, aides
filled washtubs with orange juice and
whiskey to lure the mob out of the mud-
tracked White House. After Abraham
Lincoln’s presidency, Inaugural crowds

became far too large for the White House to
accommodate them comfortably. However,
not until Grover Cleveland’s first presidency
did this unsafe practice change. He held a
presidential review of the troops from a flag-
draped grandstand built in front of the White
House. This procession evolved into the
official Inaugural parade we know today.
Throughout much of Harry S. Truman’s
presidency, the interior of the house, with the
exception of the third floor, was completely
gutted and renovated. Nonetheless, the
exterior stonewalls are those first put in place
when the White House was constructed two
centuries ago. At various times in history, the
White House has been known as the
"President's Palace," the "President's House”,
and the "Executive Mansion”. President
Theodore Roosevelt officially gave the White
House its current name in 1901.

Today there are 132 rooms, 32 bathrooms,
and 6 levels to accommodate all the people
who live in, work in, and visit the White
House. There are also 412 doors, 147
windows, 28 fireplaces, 7 staircases, and 3
elevators. With five full-time chefs, the
White House kitchen is able to serve dinner
to as many as 140 guests and hors d'oeuvres
to more than 1,000. For recreation, the White
House has a variety of facilities available to
its residents, including a tennis court, a
jogging track, swimming pool, movie theater,
billiard room, and a bowling lane. The White
House requires 570 gallons of paint to cover
its outside surface.

On the 20" of January this year, the White
House saw a new resident — George W.
Bush, 43" President of the United States.

http://www.whitehouse.gov/WH/glimpse/top
.htmihttp://www.shfwire.com/story.phtml?ac
tion=show_story&id=189

John R. Wallace - President
334 347-0661
johnrx@snowhill.com
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